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soft breezes; and the palace, adorned with gold and
jewels, displays a glory like the rays of the full moon?
Here are canals of pure water filled with fish, water-fowl,
lotuses, etc., with ghats made of gold ; and forests in
which Kuvera ^and his courtesans divert themselves.
From his treasury the other deities supply themselves
with ornaments. Kuvera is there surrounded with gods
and goddesses, and hosts of other beings, such as
musicians, singers, and dancers. All the pleasures of the
other heavens are to be found here.

With the same Oriental extravagance, the several
hells are also painted. There are said to be 100,000
hells, each class of offenders being cast into one place,
where appropriate punishment is given. This list is
taken from the Sri Bhagavata, Those guilty of forni-
cation and adultery, and those guilty of stealing children,
are to be cast into Tamisra, or the hell of darkness.
The proud, who neglect the ceremonies of religion, are
to go to Rowrava, where they will be tormented with
animals called rurus. The glutton is to be cast into
a hell of boiling oil. He who disregards the Vedas and
Brahmans is to be punished in a hell of burning metal
for 3,500,000 years. He who injures a man of superior
caste is to be torn by swine. The unmerciful an? to be
tormented by snakes, flies, wasps, lice, etc. The Brah-
mans (male and female), the saint, Vaishya, or king, who
drink spirits, will be thrown into pans of liquid fire. He
who despises a religious mendicant shall be punished by
being plunged into mud with his head downwards. He
who kills a man and offers him to the gods, and he who
eats an animal that has not been sacrificed to the gods,
are to be fed on flesh and blood. He who betrays and
then destroys a person is to be pierced with spears and
arrows. He who is inhospitable to guests must have